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ed themselves in Malwa and North India, under a very loose
system of allegiance to the central power, represented by their
agreement to pay a portion of the revenue to the Peshwa as wield-
ing the chief authority in Maharashtra. When these Jahagir assign-
ments were continued hereditary, the transformation from orga-
nized to unorganized power was complete. Those who first ac-
quired these large domains retained some sense of loyalty to the
common cause. Their successors, however, resented all interference
with what they came to regard as their own private possessions. It
was in this way that the more important departures from the policy
laid down by Shivaji proved ruinous to the general interests.
Shivaji's arrangements about the direct management of land
revenue, without the intervention of the district and village
Zamindars, were on the whole faithfully carried out by his succes-
sors, and during the best period of the Peshwa's rule, almost down
to the death of Nana Fadnavis, the system of fanning revenue
found no favour. It was only tinder the rule of the last Peshwa
that districts began to be farmed out in the Maratha country
proper. In the outlying conquests of Malwa, Gujarat and other
parts of North India, the farming system was more in vogue, as
being more suited to the unsettled condition of those parts. While
in this matter, therefore, Shivaji's traditions were on the whole
respected, the precautions he had taken a.bout the distribution of
offices amongst Marathas, Brahmans and Prabhus, do not appear
to have commended themselves to his successors. The Prabhus,
who had played such an important part in the early history of
Shivaji, ceased to occupy any prominent place in the latter history
of the Peshwas from Balaji Bajirao's time. Only one great name,
that of Sakharam Hari, who was a favourite commander under
Raghunathrao Peshwa, appears in this later period, though at the
Courts at Baroda and Nagpur, representatives of this class con-
tinued to play an important part as civil ministers and military
commanders. As regards the Brahmans, there is an impression
that the Konkanastha section had no employment under the great
Shivaji. The native chronicles, however, clearly show that Brah-
mans of all the three sections of that community were employed
as subhedars and commanders of hill-forts. The Deshastha
Brahmans naturally took the lead in the times of Shivaji and his
two sons. With the accession to power of the Peshwas in Shahu's
time, the balance was turned in favour of the Konkanasthas, and
the disproportion became more manifest, because the leading
Deshastha Jahagirdars had taken the side of Raghunathrao in his
wars with his nephews.
The military profession had not been monopolized by the